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PLANNING BOARD 
MEETING 
Newcastle, Maine

July 16, 2009
Planning Board Members Present 

Richard Burt, Chairperson
David Bailey, Vice Chairperson

Chris Doherty, Member 

Alan Pooley, Member 

Russ Nowak, Alternate Member 
Planning Board Member Absent
Sharon White, Member

Otis Carroll, Alternate Member

The meeting of the Planning Board was called to order at 7:03 PM by Chairperson Richard Burt.  A motion was made by David Bailey, seconded by Alan Pooley and unanimously approved to accept the June 18, 2009 minutes with amendments.
Russ Nowak opened up discussion regarding the amount of people serving as members of the Planning Board.  Town Attorney Peter Drum said a quorum is a majority of the members and a vote to be binding must be a majority of the votes by the members.  It can include alternates.  Alan Pooley said membership can total no less than five and not greater than seven.  Mr. Nowak suggested that Mr. Burt examine the possibility of have another alternate member serve on the Planning Board.  Mr. Burt said he would look into such.
The first of three projects before the Planning Board is the continuation of the Timber Harvesting Application by Rick Leavitt.  David Bailey reported that he, Christopher Doherty and Code Enforcement Officer Stan Waltz viewed the site and he took pictures.  It is obvious that blighted trees need to be cut down.  Mr. Leavitt said the State Forester will mark the trees that can be cut down and he will be replacing those cut with young healthy trees.  Mr. Leavitt said he would also like to cut down trees that may be blown down very easily.  Mr. Burt raised the question regarding this project being the jurisdiction of the Code Enforcement Officer only, since the town just passed a new Shoreland Zone Ordinance that would allow such.  Mr. Drum said since the Planning Board did not entertain substantive review regarding this project at its last meeting, the Code Enforcement Officer can handle such if approved by the majority of the Planning Board.  A motion was made by Russ Nowak, seconded by Christopher Doherty and unanimously approved to give the Timber Harvesting Application by Rick Leavitt to the Code Enforcement Officer to review, consistent with new mandate.
The second of three projects before the Planning Board is the Chapter III of the Town Land Use Ordinance Site Review Project Application by Steve Frey.  Mr. Frey said the building he is proposing, on the corner of Highway 1 and Sheepscot Road, is 192 square feet.  Mr. Burt said it is a conforming building for accessory use.  Mr. Burt said the Planning Board will do a site review.  Mr. Drum said the flood plain and waste water disposal sections are not completed on the application form.  Mr. Burt said the application used by the applicant is not the most current application passed in June, 2009 by the Planning Board.  Mr. Drum withdrew him concerns.  Mr. Burt said the applicant did not complete the application as prescribed by the Land Use Ordinance.   Mr. Burt said the correct application form is not on the town web site. Mr. Burt said he will forward a correct application to Town Administrator Ron Grenier.  (Mr. Burt emailed an updated application to Mr. Grenier on 5/21/09.) 
Mr. Frey said the proposed small vestibule building will eventually tie into a larger building.  Mr. Frey said he represents Ledge Hill Property Management which is a directive company for Homeport Supply.   Mr. Frey said the proposed building will be 12 feet by 16 feet.  Mr. Frey said the proposed building is the first phase of building and cannot inform the Planning Board, at this time, what the larger building will look like or what it will be used for except for commercial use for it is economic dependent.  

Mr. Burt said the Planning Board will go through a checklist for this is a formal application.  Mr. Burt said the site plan drawings are not a true scale of 1 inch equaling 50 feet.  Mr. Burt said the location and area of the parcel of land are also needed.  Mr. Burt read through the checklist of the Land Use Ordinance (Chapter III Section C).  Mr. Burt said that after review of the checklist, the Planning Board should also examine the Performance Standards of the Land Use Ordinance (Chapter III Section D).  Mr. Drum said that the Planning Board needs a written record of anything that comes before them including, but not limited to, the contour of land.  Mr. Drum said a written narrative regarding the environmental suitability of the site chosen is absent from the application.
Peter Drum said the proposed building should be viewed on its own.  Ben Frey, son of Steve Frey, asked if more documentation was needed.  Mr. Burt said yes.  
Steve Frey said time was critical to build the propped building built before cold weather approached.  Mr. Frey questioned what can be waived by the Planning Board.  Mr. Nowak said the Planning Board must follow guidelines set by the Site Plan Ordinance.  
Mr. Frey asked the Planning Board to go over what is required by each item on the check list.  A discussion ensued by the Planning Board members and Mr. Drum regarding advice, legal opinions and approval of the application.  

Mr. Frey informed the Planning Board that he had no plans to place toilet facilities in the proposed building due to minimal personnel utilizing the building.  Mr. Burt asked for a legal opinion regarding no toilet facilities in the building.  Mr. Drum said the Land Use Ordinance does not require bathroom facilities but does require the Planning Board to make sure there is not an unhealthful condition in the building.  Mr. Drum noted Chapter III, Section Di and Chapter XIII, SectionB9b.  Mr. Drum said the property for the proposed building is located in a rural district with a commercial overlay.
It was agreed by the Planning Board members that the Chapter III of the Town Land Use Ordinance Site Review Project Application by Steve Frey will be placed on the August 20, 2009 agenda.

The third of three projects before the Planning Board is the Chapter V Subdivision Application of Travis Morton.  Mr. Burt noted that the applicant, agent for the applicant or the applicant’s attorney was not present.  Mr. Drum said the application is a subdivision of a subdivision.  Mr. Drum said the application is not complete.  A motion was made by Mr. Pooley that due to the fact that the applicant is not present, the application is denied.  The motion died due to the lack of a second.  Mr. Pooley noted that there is mislabeling of lots on the map supplied by Mr. Morton.  
A motion was made by Russ Nowak, seconded by Alan Pooley that it is not possible, with the documents presented, to understand what the applicant desires.  Mr. Nowak withdrew his motion.  A motion was made by Russ Nowak, seconded by David Bailey to allow the applicant to bring a completed application to the next meeting.  Russ Nowak withdrew his motion.  A motion was made by Russ Nowak, seconded by David Bailey and unanimously passed to table the Chapter V Subdivision Application of Travis Morton until the next meeting of the Planning Board on August 20, 2009.
Alan Pooley said Mr. Grenier needs to send a certified copy of the Shoreland Zone Ordinance and a full size map of such to Rich Baker, Shoreland Zoning Coordinator for Maine Department of Environmental Protection.  Mr. Burt said he will send Mr. Grenier a letter regarding such.  Mr. Burt said he will address with Mr. Grenier the need for updated town maps.  Mr. Burt said he has sent to Mr. Baker, for review, the Village Center Ordinance, passed by the citizens.  
The next meeting of the Planning Board will be August 20, 2009.  A motion was made by Alan Pooley, seconded by Russ Nowak and unanimously approved to adjourn the meeting at 9:06 PM.
_______________________________________

Edmée Déjean, Recording Secretary
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