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Planning Board Meeting
Newcastle, Maine

December 18,, 2008

Present 

Richard Burt, Chairperson
Chris Doherty, Member (Arrived at 7:12 PM)
Alan Pooley, Member (Arrived at 7:14 PM)
Sharon White, Member

Otis Carroll, Alternate Member (Arrived at 7:09 PM)
Russ Nowak, Alternate Member

Absent

David Bailey, Vice Chairperson
The meeting was called to order at 7:04 PM by Chairperson Richard Burt. Mr. Burt passed out a Draft of the Village Center Ordinance for discussion.  
Leah Sprague, of the Land Use Review Ordinance Committee, discussed and fielded questions from the members regarding proposed changes to the Village Center Ordinance.  Alan Pooley made a motion to obtain a legal opinion from Peter Drum, Town Attorney, regarding what happens to parking if alterations are made to existing buildings on Main Street.   Mr. Pooley withdrew his motion.  Mr. Pooley made a motion, seconded by Christopher Doherty and failed for a lack of votes to change the proposed Village Center Ordinance to read “For all new building construction no parking shall be sited between the front facades of principal buildings and the primary abutting streets.”  A motion was made by Mr. Pooley, seconded by Sharon White and approved to change the proposed Village Center Ordinance to read “No parking shall be sited between the front façade of any new principal buildings and the primary abutting streets.”  Mr. Doherty voted against adding the above statement.

A motion was made by Mr. Pooley, seconded by Ms. White and unanimously approved  to add to the Village Center Ordinance “(v) Parking and driveways are allowed within the side yard set back.”
Mr. Burt announced that Russ Novak, Planning Board Alternate Member, will vote at this meeting.  Due to a procedural issue the following motion was voted on again:  “No parking shall be sited between the front façade of any new principal buildings and the primary abutting streets.”  It was approved with Mr. Doherty voting against adding the above statement.
A motion was made by Mr. Pooley, seconded by Mr. Doherty and unanimously approved to conduct a Public Hearing regarding the Village Center Ordinance, as amended.  Mr. Burt will discuss a date for the Village Center Ordinance Public Hearing with Ron Grenier, Town Administrator.
A motion was made by Mr. Pooley, seconded by Ms. White and unanimously approved to accept the November 18, 2008 minutes.  
Members discussed the Milliken Island Road project with Matt Dorsey, who was representing Dana Ransdell, the owner of the property.  Mr. Dorsey presented drawings of the existing land and building and the proposed project land, road and new building.  Mr. Dorsey said the existing building will be torn down.  Neil Campbell, Newcastle Code Enforcement Officer, explained the septic system, moving of building and the creation of a new road.  Mr. Campbell stated that the road will be moved 105 feet back from the Damariscotta Lake and the new building will be 43 feet back from the Damariscotta Lake.  Mr. Dorsey said the road needs to be moved back to build the new building, which will be smaller in size than the existing 1,821 square foot building and the owner wishes for the road to be moved in back of building and not in front of the building.  Mr. Campbell concurred.  Mr. Campbell said there will be a gain of 43 feet of area from the building to the lake.  Mr. Dorsey said all bare land will be re-vegetated.  Mr. Burt read the Town of Newcastle Land Use Ordinance Chapter 11.F.2 regarding setback of structures.  Mr. Burt stated that Mr. Doherty and Mr. Bailey of the Planning Board and Mr. Campbell walked the Milliken Road site and agreed that all requirements have been meet regarding setbacks.  A motion was made by Mr. Nowak, seconded by Mr. Pooley and unanimously approved to approve the Milliken Road application and the project meets all requirements, as described on the 12/01/08 plans, as presented to the Planning Board by Mr. Dorsey.

Members reviewed the minutes of June 3, 2008 regarding the Strong property on Highway 1.  They also discussed the Earth Moving Performance Standards.
Members discussed the Planning Board Budget for 2009.  Members informed Richard Burt to use his judgment regarding an appropriate budget and inform members at the next meeting.
Mr. Novak left at 8:45 PM.
David Bailey, in an email to Mr. Burt, raised a Design Review question regarding the Taniscot New Town Office project.  Alan Pooley stated that the windows installed by the contractor are those originally in the plans, as per a conversation he had with Ron Grenier, Town Administrator.  It was agreed by the members that the windows installed are same design.
Mr. Burt announced that at the January 15, 2009 meeting, Mr. Grenier will discuss the Twin Villages Condominiums project.  Mr. Burt was asked by members to inquire with the Town Attorney, Peter Drum, regarding who has the responsibility of enforcement regarding the Twin Villages Condominiums.  
Mr. Burt said he has received an opinion from Mr. Drum regarding “Notification of Meetings”.  Mr. Burt said it is only necessary when changing district designation.
Members agreed to postpone discussion of the Wind Generator Ordinance until a later date.
A motion was made by Mr. Pooley, seconded by Mr. Doherty and unanimously approved to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 PM.  The next meeting will be on January 15, 2009 at 7:00 PM at Lincoln Academy Cafeteria.  
_______________________________________

Edmée Déjean, Recording Secretary
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