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PLANNING BOARD 
MEETING 
Newcastle, Maine

February 18, 2010
Planning Board Members Present 

David Bailey, Vice Chairperson 

Sharon White, Member 
Otis Carroll, Alternate Member

Planning Board Member Absent
Richard Burt, Chairperson
Chris Doherty, Member 

Alan Pooley, Member 

Russ Nowak, Alternate Member 
The meeting of the Planning Board was called to order at 7:08 PM by Vice Chairperson David Bailey.  A motion was made by Sharon White, seconded by Otis Carroll and unanimously approved to accept the January 21, 2010 minutes with no amendments.
Town Attorney Peter Drum said he would email a “Public Notification Policy Draft” to the Planning Board members before the March 18, 2010 Planning Board meeting.  
Planning Board members, Mr. Drum and Code Enforcement Officer Stan Waltz discussed the following options for a “Wind Generator Ordinance”:

· Sound Level – The current decibel level in the Land Use Ordinance is 55 decibels.  It was agreed to leave the sound level as is with the CEO checking it 4 times a year each wind tower for sound levels.
· Falling Standards – Members agreed that Mr. Drum would do more research on falling standards, including guide wires.

· Roof Windmills – Members agreed that the Planning Board would apply the standards of the Land Use Ordinance regarding wind mills.
· Locations – Members agreed there should be no wind towers in the Village Center, Sheepscot and Damariscotta Mills areas as described in the Land Use Ordinance.  
· Shadow Flicker – Members agreed that no shadow flicker would be allowed on neighboring structures.
· Emergency Service Notification – Members agreed that emergency services should be notified of the erection of each wind tower.

· Liability Insurance – Members agreed that owners of wind tower(s) should carry liability insurance.

· Safety Certification – Members agreed that owners of wind tower(s) should demonstrate a safety certification. 

· Short Repetitive Sounds – When blades shift swiftly due to wind directional changes, wind towers produce repetitive sounds that increase the decibel sound level for a short period of time.  Members agreed to allow up to 30 seconds, not more than twice in an hour, for increased decibel sound levels.

· Height – Members agreed to allow a wind tower height of 85 feet on residential property and 100 feet on commercial property.
· Kilowatts - Members agreed to allow 10 kilowatts for residential and 100 kilowatts for commercial and rural wind towers.
Mr. Drum said he did not have the Land Use Ordinance Chapter 11 revisions ready.  Sharon White made a motion, seconded by Otis Carroll and unanimously approved to postpone the Public Hearing regarding the Land Use Ordinance Chapter 11 revisions until April 7, 2010 at 7:00 PM because the Planning Board has not yet reviewed the final draft revisions.  
Vice Chairperson Bailey read a letter from the Department of Environmental Protection, which was received by CEO Waltz, regarding groundwater protection dated February 8, 2010.

The next meeting of the Planning Board will be March 18, 2007.  A motion was made by Sharon White, seconded by Otis Carroll and unanimously approved to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 PM.
_______________________________________

Edmée Déjean, Recording Secretary
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