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PLANNING BOARD PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES 
Newcastle, Maine

December 15, 2011
Planning Board Members Present 
David Bailey, Vice Chairperson 

Mal Carey, Member

Christopher Doherty, Member

Alan Pooley, Member 

Sharon White, Member 
Lee Emmons, Alternate Member

Planning Board Member Absent
Otis Carroll, Alternate Member

The meeting of the Planning Board was called to order at 7:03 PM by Vice Chairperson David Bailey.  A motion was made by Sharon White, seconded by Christopher Doherty and approved (3 yes – 0 no - 2 abstentions by Alan Pooley & Mel Carey) to approve the minutes of October 20, 2011 with amendments. Due to a quorum, no alternate member was selected to vote. 
Members discussed the Town of Newcastle Land Use Ordinance Committee (LUORC) workshop that occurred in December, 2011 and the workshop that will occur in January, 2012 on rural zones and the growth permit ordinance. Members also discussed the topic of home businesses.  The question was raised, “When does a home occupation business become a full business?”  Ms. White said the rules must be followed but at the same time we need to promote business.  Vice Chairperson Bailey said the “Mexicali Views” project on Route 1 is forthcoming in 2012.  
Ms. White said she recently attended a Board of Selectmen’s Meeting.  Ms. White said the Board of Selectmen requested that the Planning Board give them one to two goals for the upcoming year that they (Board of Selectmen) will possibly utilize as part of their goals.  Members discussed the “growth cap” as a possible goal.  Vice Chairman Bailey said he wants to develop goal(s) after the LUORC workshops are complete so he knows what the citizens wish to address.  Mr. Pooley said he would like to go through the 2006 Comprehensive Plan Land Use statements to possibly acquire a goal. Mr. Pooley said the 2006 Comprehensive Plan was revised by the voters at a 2007 Town Meeting but the town clerk lost the official minutes of the changes. Members said another goal may be to rewrite the current Land Use Ordinance. A discussion ensued on various ways to rewrite the Land Use Ordinance.  Newcastle Board of Selectmen Chairperson Brian Foote said the Selectmen would like the goals of the Planning Board by June, 2012.  Mr. Pooley said the LUOC is a subcommittee of the Planning Board.  All goals must tie together with the LUOC, Newcastle Economic Development Committee and Planning Board.  Mr. Pooley said the ultimate goal for all three committees should be to attract new business into Newcastle while maintaining an adequate Land Use Ordinance for protection of land uses, as voted by the Town of Newcastle.
Vice Chairperson Bailey said Bob Faunce has recommended that Newcastle and Damariscotta join together to create a “light industrial park” in Newcastle.  Newcastle has the land to do such.  A sewage system would need to be created utilizing a community sewage system or by connecting into the present town sewage system.  Mr. Pooley said there are two good areas for such, one of which is on Route 1 near Foster’s Auction House and Lewis Hill Road and the other being in Lot 9.  Mr. Doherty recommended that possible land owners in these areas be involved in discussions with the Planning Board in a coordinated effort.  Vice Chairperson Bailey said the Planning Board needs public input on the creation of a “light industrial park.”  Ms. White suggested public hearings instead of public workshops where the Planning Board can present a plan and let the general public poke holes and add to the proposed plan once it is created.
Ms. White asked if the Town of Newcastle is “making good use of Bob Faunce.”  Members concurred that the answer is “no.”
A motion was made by Alan Pooley, seconded by Sharon White and unanimously approved (5 yes – 0 no) to appoint Christopher Doherty as the Vice Chairman of the Planning Board for 2012.  No members wished to become Chairperson at this time.  It was agreed by members that David Bailey would serve as Interim Chairperson during the months of January and February.  
A motion was made by Alan Pooley, seconded by David Bailey and unanimously approved (5 yes - 0 no) to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 PM.  
 ________________________________
Dr. Edmée Déjean, Recording Secretary
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