Newcastle Land Use Ordinance Review Committee

Meeting Minutes for Thursday October 29, 2009

Committee Members Present: Alan Pooley, Ben Frey, Christopher Doherty, Kensell Krah, Mark Crummett, Rob Nelson

Review of minutes from meetings Aug 27th, Sept 24th

Alan made a motion to accept both the minutes from both meetings, all approved.

Member and alternate to Interim Impementation Steering Committee

Selectmen have asked that we appoint a member and an alternate member from the LUORC to the new Interim Implementation Steering Committee. Stacey Benjamin sent an email saying that the first meeting will be on Thurs Dec 10th, 5:30-8:30, location to be determined. At present, 15 towns have signed on, 3 have not yet voted, and only Wiscasset has definitively voted to not join the Gateway 1 Project Startup Agreement. Alan made a motion that Ben and Rob be the two representatives from the LUORC, and after discussion regarding co-members vs. member/alternate as suggested by Chris, it was decided that a traditional member/alternate arrangement would work. Suggestion was made and all agreed that Rob would be the voting member, Ben the alternate. Chris seconded, all approved. Question was raised if Rob and Ben should we be more formal in reporting to the LUORC/selectmen regarding the information coming out of the new Coalition. Rob said that a verbal report plus copies of the minutes from the meetings of the new IISC should be sufficient.   

Plan next steps for Gateway 1

Discussion revolved around how to get more citizens engaged in and more informed about Gateway 1 and potential land use impact. Rob suggested that we host a mini-charrette within the town to get more people involved, similar to what Damariscotta just did. The goal would be for the town to come up with a set of values that the whole town has, then take those results and see if and or how it might fit into Gateway 1 or our Comp plan. Possibility of obtaining assistance funds from the Gateway 1 Project to hire professional help to make this happen. Rob also made the suggestion, and others agreed, that funds could be requested to purchase a computer and a projector and possibly a software program called Community Vis that can show what community development would do to a town. Other suggestions to gain community involvement were the local TV station, Lincoln Theater, and the Lincoln County News. Rob would contact Stacey Benjamin to see if we can obtain both the power point presentation they had put together for the last public meeting and also to obtain any other media (print/video, etc) that she might have that would facilitate the LUORC in this. 

Next Meetings

Thurs Nov 12th

Thurs Dec 3rd

