Meeting Minutes
Board of Assessors/Selectmen 
Monday, August 22, 2011 @ 7pm Town Office
Present: Assessors/Selectmen in attendance were Ellen McFarland, Ellen Dickens, Pat Hudson, and Ben Frey; Administrator Ron Grenier; and Assessor Jim Murphy.
ASSESSORS

1. Call to Order: Chairperson Dickens called the meeting to order at 7:00pm
2. Public Comments: (For items not on the agenda).  None 
3. Assessors Agent: Jim Murphy
Municipal Valuation Return - Murphy spoke briefly to the yearly report of the town’s valuation or assessment. Hudson remarked that the town’s total valuation was down from last year. Murphy concurred it was down. Dickens asked why property valuation has decreased if properties have not been totally re-assessed.  Murphy indicates that this is a reflection of sales in the market place. However, the town assessments have gone from a 85% to a 90% index of real property valuation. Hudson moved for approval of the Municipal Valuation Return as presented by Assessor Jim Murphy; seconded by McFarland.











Vote 4-0     

Abatement Request from Charles May – Murphy advised the board that 62 letters were mailed to residents requesting they renew their Homestead Exemption applications. All were returned except for May who advised the Assessor’s Agent that May did not receive such an application request. Murphy advises that under the circumstances, he would have no problem processing an exemption application for May. Hudson asked about the town’s obligations. Murphy confirmed and Grenier clarified again that the town is not obligated to do more, unless a taxpayer comes forward and says he did not receive the notification sent by the town. In that case proof of a certified letter delivery is what the town needs to deny the taxpayer. Hudson clarified that in general the town is not required to notify its residents that they might be eligible for a Homestead Exemption. In that case it was agreed it is a matter of courtesy to so advise taxpayers.  Hudson moved that the board award the abatement request of $143 to Charles & Marsha May; seconded by McFarland.
Vote 4-0     
Later Hudson moved to correct/revise, at Murphy’s request, May’s abatement to $128.70; seconded by McFarland. This change was based on Murphy pointing out to the board that the first amount reflected a 100% assessment. However, the town is at a 90% assessment, which accounts for the new abatement figure.  






Vote 4-0
Other Abatement Requests – Murphy spoke to the Abatement Request Report he presented to the board. Following his brief explanation of each, Hudson moved that the board approve the abatements as presented by the Assessor’s Agent for a total of 1,540.11; seconded by Frey.


Vote 4-0  
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Supplemental for Tax Acquired –  Murphy explained he needed to make a supplemental tax bill adjustment to incorporate taxes for a property that was previously foreclosed but then repurchased by the homeowner in time to be taxed by the town accordingly. Hudson moved that the board sign the supplemental tax form for the Reed family; seconded by McFarland.  










Vote 4-0
4. Adjourn: Motion to close assessors meeting by Frey; seconded by Hudson.  
 
     Meeting adjourned at 7:27pm. 




Vote 4-0
SELECTMEN

1.
Call to Order: Vice-Chairperson Dickens called meeting to order at 7:27pm
2. Public Comments: (For items not on the agenda) Hudson advised again that she has had several conversations with residents regarding their concerns about the Lynch Road.  Grenier will have Steve Reynolds follow-up with names of residents to be provided by Hudson.
3. 
Approve Consent Items






 
Minutes:

3.1 Meeting Minutes of 8-08-11 - Hudson moved to approve minutes, Dickens 
      seconded. Hudson noted a name correction needed; Grenier will correct on   

      final minutes. (McFarland abstained) 



Vote 3-0-1
Warrant(s):

3.2 Town Warrant - $ 209,635.64 McFarland moved to approve warrant as 

       presented; seconded by Hudson.  



Vote 4-0

3.3 Fire Warrants - $1,313.68 & $356.11 Hudson moved to approve     

      warrants as presented; seconded by Frey.  


Vote 4-0
Grenier reported that available cash bank balance after warrants is $765,664.29

 4.
Action: 

4.1 Set Public Hearing Date for Time Warner Cable Franchise Contract - Hudson moved that the board set the public hearing date to be a part of the next selectmen’s regular meeting on 9/12/11 at 7:00pm; seconded by McFarland.  









Vote 4-0 


4.2 Re–adopt Cash Receipts Policy.  

Grenier advised that the Cash Receipts Policy needs to be re-adopted since the board membership has changed significantly since it was adopted initially.  No changes have been made to the policy.  Hudson moved that the board re-adopt the Cash Receipts Policy as presented; seconded by Dickens.  










Vote 4-0
 5.
Discussion:


5.1 Follow up to MDOT Meeting


 
Grenier advised that Steve Reynolds received word from MDOT that given the condition of Route 215, a structural work surface will be applied from the 
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intersection of Academy Hill & Rt 215/Mills Road to the Mills. In turn the Town would agree to use its DPW crew to perform the shoulder work and the brush cutting needed. Grenier pointed out that this is another example of the town benefitting from the Interlocal Agreement by leveraging its resources to get some better quality road services from MDOT.  Grenier was asked if that structural surface would include the remaining section of Rt 215 to 213. Grenier replied he was uncertain and would check with Reynolds. However, Grenier said that MDOT did tell Reynolds that only a surface shim would be applied to the Sheepscot Road as MDOT planned originally.
 6. 
Communications:  No questions or actions were needed in regard to communications.  


6.1 DMR Newsletter


6.2 Results of Univ of Maine Municipal Survey
7.
Executive Session: N/A       
8.  Adjournment:  Hudson moved to adjourn at 7:53pm; seconded by McFarland.  Vote 4-0
Minutes respectfully submitted by
Dorothy Peters, Secretary
