Selectmen Meeting Minutes
 Monday, August 9, 2010 @ 7:00 pm

Town Office
Present: Selectmen McFarland, Dickens, Straw and Foote in attendance to comprise a quorum. Others included Ron Grenier, Town Administrator, Steve Reynolds, Lynch Road Capital Project, and Rob Nelson, Chair, of the LUORC. Also present for other business were Kensell Krah and Edmee DeJean. 
1. Call to Order: Meeting called to order by Chairperson McFarland.

 


2. Public Comments: The administrator announced that Newcastle Publick House LLC will appear before the Planning Board to discuss a site application to complete a commercial building on Thursday August 19th at 7 pm in the Fire Station meeting room. 


3. Approve Consent Items






 
Minutes:


3.1 Meeting of 7-26-10. Foote moved to accept minutes with 


a spelling correction of the word “promptly under executive 


session; Dickens seconded.


Vote 4-0

 Warrant(s): 








3.2 Town Warrant



$201,898.42





Dickens moved to accept; Straw seconded.
Vote 4-0





3.3 Fire Warrant:



$    1,546.32





Straw moved to accept; Dickens seconded.
Vote 4-0





Signatures:












3.4 Appointment Forms at Meeting 





Selectmen signed as circulated prior to the meeting.



      4.
Action:





4.1 Approve Municipal Quitclaim Deed 






Grenier explained that this quitclaim was to correct a previous 




municipal quitclaim deed signed by the then Board of selectmen in 



1989 which had incorrectly referred to a lot #37 instead of #36. 




Grenier told the board that town counsel and town clerk had 




reviewed the history and agreed that a mistake was made back 




then. The board agreed and signed the new quitclaim deed to 




correct the error which allows for a sale to proceed. 





4.2 Approve Notice of Tax Acquired Property





The administrator reviewed the foreclosure details of the 





Throckmorton property as well as matters pertinent to the 





selectmen’s authority to sell this parcel. Grenier indicated that 




efforts to contact Ms. Throckmorton since 2008 have proven 




unsuccessful. During discussion Straw expressed his opinion that 




the minimum bid amount seemed too low. Grenier responded that 




town counsel had advised that the board could stipulate whatever 
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amount it wanted based on the assessed value. Grenier said he 




suggested $6,000 because that would cover the town’s cost to date 




including paying off the taxes. Grenier also said the sealed bids 




would be opened at the selectmen’s first meeting on Monday, 




September 13, 2010. 





Straw motioned for $20,000 to be the minimum bid price; Foote 




seconded.





Vote 4-0  






4.3 Approve Taniscot Roof Specs





Krah briefed the board on each estimate, one of which was for 




architectural shingles and the other for white cedar shingles. 




Dickens asked why the cost of labor for cedar shingles was higher. 




Krah explained that it is a matter of installing one 4 X 4 cedar 




shingle at a time versus large strips of asphalt shingles which go 




much faster. McFarland asked about fire redundancy of each 




product. Krah said the asphalt shingles are fire retardant but not the 



cedar unless treated which then cost more money.






Straw motioned to have the administrator advertise a bid for 




installing architectural shingles. Foote seconded.
Vote 4-0  





4.4 Design Review Certificate Application: 







Edmee DeJean







97 River Road







Map 11/Lot 19






(For the record: when the board arrived at this item it agreed to 




hear Reynolds update first. See 5.2 for that discussion.)







The board established it was not possible to ascertain the age and 




historical significance of the proposed tear down. Straw motioned 




that the building should therefore be classified as a category C. 




Foote seconded.




Vote 4-0






In discussion the board agreed that DeJean’s submittal was 





very thorough and all criteria were met or answered. They also 




agreed that the project satisfied all the design criteria. Straw 




motioned accordingly; Dickens seconded.













Vote 4-0



      5.
Discussion: 





5.1 Gateway 1 Interlocal Agreement





Prior to Rob Nelson’s arrival the board had a brief discussion with 




the administrator on this subject. Grenier explained to the 
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selectmen that all of the Gateway 1 communities had been sent a 




draft of the Interlocal Agreement for each town’s officials to 




review and return any comments back by September 3rd. Grenier 




further elaborated that one of the board’s previous concerns with 




respect to retaining local control on land use projects remains in 




tact. When Nelson became part of the discussion he also clarified 




that proposed land use projects within the Gateway 1 corridor had 




to be submitted to the Gateway Coalition for their review but that 




local officials were free to take them under consideration but not to 



implement. Nelson also clarified that any final Interlocal 





Agreement must be approved at each municipality’s town meeting, 



which he acknowledged will not be until next June for Newcastle. 





5.2 Lynch Road Update/Steve Reynolds





Reynolds briefed the board on the progress of the first culvert’s 




installation which took place over the last few days. He 





acknowledged that the contractor had to deal on several occasions 




with a tidal breach in the cofferdam. However, adjustments and 




work arounds were made and the work proceeded with any further 




problems. Straw asked Reynolds if the work was still on schedule 




and whether there would be any additional costs for some of the 




unexpected work. Reynolds said the work remains on track to the 




schedule. He also stated that he is trying to make any added work 




except for the asbestos issue a wash. He said he did not expect cost 



overruns. 


      6. 
Communications: The administrator took a few minutes to explain each of the 




following.



6.1 LUORC Minutes of July 22 Meeting



6.2 Letter: from Maine Historic Preservation to Christopher Rice 



6.3 Job Posting: Superintendent of Roads, Bldgs, & Grounds



6.4 LCN Article: Sherman Marsh



6.5 Notice: GSB School Committee Meeting on 8-11-10
      7.
 Adjourn:




Straw motioned to adjourn; Dickens seconded.
Vote 4-0 






        

 




