Town of Newcastle
Selectmen Meeting Minutes
 Monday, July 26, 2010 @ 7:00 pm

Town Office
Present: Selectmen Ellen McFarland, Pat Hudson, Ellen Dickens, Brian Foote and Lee Straw comprised a quorum. Staff in attendance included Ron Grenier, Town Administrator; Steve Reynolds, Roads Project Assistant; Stan Waltz, Code Enforcement Officer; and Peter Drum, Town Counsel. Others present for business before the board included officers of the Newcastle Historical Society, Edmee DeJean and Christopher Rice.  
1. Call to Order
Meeting called to order by Dickens at 7:00 p.m.






 


2. Public Comments (For items not on the agenda) Grenier announced he has been appointed to the Executive Board of Midcoast Economic Development District.

Grenier then announced that the Maine Revenue Services sent a notice about 
eligibility for the Circuit Breaker program. Grenier said the notice is posted in 
Town Office, the Post Office, the Town’s Website and will also be in the Lincoln 
County News. Hudson advised she has received a map of the new bypass from the 
Dept of Transportation and given it to the Administrator if anyone would like to 
see it. 

3. Approve Consent Items






 
Minutes:

3.1 Meeting of 7-12-10. Hudson pointed out that the spelling of Alan Brodsky’s last name was not Baldwin. Straw moved to approve minutes with such revision; seconded by Hudson.  







Vote 5-0
Warrant(s): 








3.2 Town Warrant



$209,185.41
       Dickens moved to approve as presented; Foote seconded. 







Vote 5-0





3.3 Fire Warrants: #1



$       852.96   

       Dickens moved to approve as presented; Foote seconded. 







Vote 5-0






#2




$  13,772.00   
       Hudson moved to approve as presented; Dickens seconded. 







Vote 5-0





       Available Bank Balance after warrants - $591,934.09

     


Signatures:






3.4 Supplemental Tax Certificate at Meeting





3.5 Appointment Forms at Meeting





These documents were circulated during the meeting for sign off. 


      4.
Action:










4.1 Stop Work Order Violation/Castlewood Road 
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Waltz advised he received a phone call from one of the Selectman about an upset taxpayer on River Road about a stop 
work order at Jeff Kelly’s.  A Stop Work Order was placed on

Jeff Kelly’s building on Castlewood.  Kelley’s attorney and Kelley himself called Waltz to advise that no work will be done because there is too much controversy with neighbors.  Chris Rice, a nearby resident, asked for clarification of the offense and the town’s authority to take such action.  Drum advised that there was at least a light industrial business in a zoned residential area.  With the clarification that no new violation had taken place no further action was warranted.
4.2 Glidden Cemetery Tree Removal – Grenier distributed photos of a downed tree in the Glidden Street Cemetery that fell on top of headstones. He also distributed pictures of another tree which is hanging over the water and Steve Dixon’s dock. CEO Waltz identified this tree as a public safety issue. Grenier  obtained several bids for removal of both trees. Asplundh  provided the least expensive bid of approx $3,000.  Hudson moved to contract Aslpundh to cut and remove 2 trees as presented by Grenier. Dickens seconded.

Vote 5-0    


      5.
Discussion: 
5.1 Road Projects Update at Meeting/Steve Reynolds

Reynolds reported that the East Old County Road section was paved last week.  Reynolds said that George C Hall & Sons to complete Academy Hill Road and abutting driveways as well as follow-up on water drainage issues in the next few weeks.
Lynch Road – Abatement issues.  Reynolds said that it turns out the asbestos removed was minimal and not as much as originally believed. The invoice for abatement and removal is pending.  Grenier advised that when this invoice is received, he will work with town counsel to draft letter of demand for reimbursement from the property owner. Reynolds also spoke briefly to the progress of the overall Lynch Road project summarizing that all work was on schedule.  
5.2 Maine Downtown Network Community: Mary Kate Reny
Reny explained the Downtown Network Community program. Reny said she is an advisory member on the state board of the  Maine Downtown Center Advisory Board. Reny introduced Susan Porter who is also involved locally. Porter stated the community needs a formal structure to create a plan for the future of Main Street in Newcastle/Damariscotta.  McFarland 
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questioned what the group would like from the selectmen board.  Reny advised the group would like the board involved in the communication of progress. Grenier will provide Reny with email addresses to keep the board apprised of progress and activities. Reny said a site visit by the state board will take place on Tuesday, August 3rd which all are welcome to attend.      
5.3 Newcastle Historical Society/Roof Input: DeJean thanked board for accepting society’s input for type of roof to be installed on the Taniscot Building.  DeJean presented photos of the Taniscot Engine House from 1900 through 1953 and some samples of architectural design. DeJean stated the NHS first choice is white cedar shingles and their second choice shingles is an architectural shingle with the color to match current color on town office roof.  Grenier was asked to obtain estimates accordingly for both choices.  

Rice addressed interest within the community to restore the Taniscot Bldg to its historical reference.  He asked for a letter he received from the Maine Preservation organization to be distributed to the selectmen.  
      6.  Communications:  Administrator spoke to each of the following communications. 



6.1 FERC Letter: Simon Permit Cancelled



6.2 Email: Rail Study



6.3 LUORC/Consultant: Draft Scope



6.4 Email: Notice to Mattson



6.5 MDOT News Release: Roadside Spraying Program



6.6 Emails: Peter Drum/Shoreland Zoning Violation. 



6.7 Letter: St Andrew’s Episcopal Church  




6.8 Notice: McKee Property Foreclosure

7. Executive Session: Hudson moved to go into Executive Session for the purposes 
                                     of receiving advice of Town Counsel at 8:15 promptly; Foote 



        seconded.





Vote 5-0
      McFarland moved to come out of Executive Session at 

      8:25 p.m.; seconded by Straw.  


Vote 5-0

      8. Other Business:

Hudson spoke to “Yard Sale” signs on Route 1 that seem to have exceeded the 20-days-per-year ordinance.  Drum advises sending communication regarding ordinances concerning signage. Waltz agreed he will follow-up.
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    9.   Adjourn  At 8:30 p.m. Straw moved to adjourn; Dickens seconded.  Vote 5-0






        

 




Minutes respectfully submitted by
Dorothy Peters, Secretary
