Minutes

Board of Selectmen Meeting

June 22, 2009

Taniscot Building/Town Office

1. Call to Order

2. Public Comments

Frank Juknick asked if he was appointed to the finance committee. Ellen McFarland confirmed that Mr. Juknick was appointed to that committee. He also asked about sending out RFPs for borrowing $1 million. The town administrator said that the finance committee was sent out an agenda regarding that matter, which it would be taking up at their next meeting. 

3. Warrants
3.1 Town Warrant $145,665.29

The town administrator noted that once warrants are approved the balance in the town’s operating account will be $65,907.31. Ellen Dickens moved approval and Pat Hudson seconded. 

Vote 5-0

3.2 Fire Payroll Warrant  $9,427.23

Pat Hudson moved approval and Ellen Dickens seconded. Lee Straw voted against the measure. 
Vote 4-1 

3.3 A posting of Secondary School Journal $9,248.38

Pat Hudson moved approval and Lee Straw seconded. 

Vote 5-0

Signatures: 

3.5 Board of Selectmen Rules of Procedure Policy

Ron Grenier said the Town Clerk will certify this and will be placed in selectmen’s binders. Pat Hudson suggested adding another divider to provide a space for all of the other references the Board uses.
3.6 Certificate of Design Review Approval per Caulder Consent Decree

This was passed around and signed by each board member.
Actions:

4.1 Appointment of Design Review Standards Committee

Ellen Dickens moved to appoint members as listed. Pat Hudson seconded. Pat Hudson noted that any decisions made by the committee should be made by a majority vote rather than on a consensus basis. Lee Straw opposed the vote.

 Vote 4-1 
The names of those who were appointed were read aloud: Steve Dixon, Dick chase, Jane Najum, Alex Nebbins, Chris rice, Rick Burt and Rob Nelson.
4.2 Appointment of Brian Foote to Finance Committee

Pat Hudson moved approval and Lee Straw seconded. 

Vote 5-0

5. Discussion:

5.1 Travis Noyes/Roads Committee Status of Stone Bridge Circle

After looking at these roads with the town’s road committee it was determined that the best way to repair Stonebridge Circle would be to reclaim the road. Travis Noyes explained that this will involve taking the pavement, adding gravel, grinding it up and creating a better base. He said that this is not the best solution, but is “pretty good.” He added that this will save the town both considerable time and money on gravel and excavation. 

The engineer said that he has set up meetings with Central Maine Power and Tidewater Telecom. Each of these services have to cross the road to reach homes on the other side, he said, and added that he was not sure whether these utilities have easements to run these lines.

Pat Hudson expressed concern about grinding up the pavement and hitting utility lines. Travis Noyes said that this work will be done above the 18” mark. Pat Hudson asked how long the road will last. Travis Noyes said that he rebuilds roads like this and, “I’d like to think it will last another 20 years, but I can’t promise you. We are not getting rid of the soils beneath it.”
He added a wooden guardrail will be installed instead of a metal one for aesthetic reasons. Ron Grenier asked when the project will go out to bid. The engineer said in July.

Pat Hudson asked if the work on Stonebridge Circle will include Academy Hill. Travis Noyes said that is up to selectmen, however, he recommended both projects be put out to bid as one because it will again save time and money.
Lee Straw asked about Lynch Road. Travis Noyes said his survey crew was out last week looking at the Lynch Road bridge. He added that the design of that bridge will be underway soon. 

Pat moved to accept the recommendation of Travis Noyes and the Road Committee to go with  option three for Stonebridge Circle. Bob Plourde seconded. 

Vote 5-0

5.2 Ron Grenier, Status of Taniscot Site Improvements

Ron Grenier explained that the Pump St. side of the building has been graded and prepared for paving. He said there were no issues with the septic tank and it was emptied.

He said he sent a letter to John Devin, the DOT regional engineer, saying that the water was so bad Saturday morning that the bricks on the sidewalk were coming up AT THE CORNER OF Pump Street and Business Rte 1.  He added an engineer from state will be here tomorrow. Travis Noyes said Jordan Construction has talked to the state and they may be able to rebuild the site grade for them and it’s possible a catch basin will not have to be installed. 

6. Communications:

6.1 Letter to Fire Chief

Ron Grenier said the energy audit gave selectmen some information about oil consumption in all of the town’s buildings. Based on those findings the town administrator said that it doesn’t make any sense to heat the old town old portion of the Taniscot Building when occupancy is only two to three days in the coldest months of the year.

6.2 Letter of Appreciation to Joe Garcia

Selectmen signed the original letter. 

In other selectmen discussions, Lee Straw expressed concern about speeding cars in neighborhoods where children are playing. He said he would like the public to come forward and talk about whether they have a problem with signage on their road. Pat Hudson said that she received a complaint about cars speeding on Lewis Hill Road. The town administrator said that speed limit signage must be by law addressed by the state and that selectman Straw’s suggestion about asking people to come forward to talk about the matter is an excellent one. The administrator said he will plan to devote a major portion of a future agenda on this topic. 
7. Executive Session: 

No executive session was held.

8. Adjourn                                                                                                    8:20 (Approx.)           
Pat Hudson moved to adjourn and Lee Straw seconded.                                        Vote 5-0
Respectfully Submitted By,

Aaron Miller, Secretary

