Board of Selectmen Meeting Minutes
 Monday, May 24, 2010 @ 7:00 pm

Community Meeting Room/River Road Fire Station

Present/Selectmen for a quorum: Ellen McFarland, Pat Hudson and Ellen Dickens. Later joined by Bob Plourde. Staff also in attendance: Ron Grenier, Town Administrator and Brian Foote, Finance Committee member. 
1. Call to Order: McFarland called meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.






 


2. Public Comments (For items not on the agenda) – none
3. Approve Consent Items






 
Minutes:


3.1 Meeting of 5-10-10
Hudson motioned to approve minutes as presented; Dickens seconded.  







Vote 3-0

Warrant(s): 








3.2 Town Warrant



$147,670.13    





      Hudson motioned to approve warrant; Dickens seconded.  

Vote 3-0





3.3 Fire Warrant



$    1,641.60          



      
      Hudson motioned to approve warrant; Dickens seconded.  

Vote 3-0
Available bank balance after the warrants $467,931.00


4.
Discussion:

4.1 Fluoridation Presentation: Stephanie Nelson/Cynthia    

      Thomas/Amy Lalime  

This group is concerned about adding fluoride to the GSB water supply.  Each person discussed how fluoride added to the local drinking water could cause serious health issues and possible adverse health risks including Fluorosis, interactive issues with prescription drugs and an effect on bone structure impacting bone fractures, especially for the elderly.  The group also referred to various handouts previously received by board for the meeting.  Thomas advises chemicals are generally assumed safe until proven otherwise. She presented a history of fluoride use in drinking water and discussed the harmful effects of MSDS fluoride in drinking water.  Thomas also referred to the National Science Foundation standard which recommends people being treated with chemotherapy or that have compromised immune systems which should consider alternative sources of drinking water.  
Another presenter advised fluoride is the only additive in the town’s drinking water used to treat the entire Town population; all other additives are used to treat the water and this is considered a form of mass medicating.  The presenters believe the best way to address tooth decay is topically applying Fluoride instead of ingesting it as an additive to water. Another point raised was that the fluoride added to our town’s water is from China. A presenter stated that due to lack of adequate product review data, the city of Poughkeepsie, NY proactively ceased fluoride additive in their city’s water.  The group continues to attempt to obtain a copy of the product review data from the manufacturer and distributor for the Chinese fluoride that is added to our town’s water.  
McFarland asked the group what it would like from the Board of  Selectmen. Nelson said she wanted to have the town of Newcastle vote to discontinue the fluoridation of the town’s water. Administrator Grenier advised the group with respect to options to have the issue put before the town for a vote. Grenier also recommends a follow-up meeting with the Great Salt Bay water board. The Board advised the group to educate the community on this issue so the town can intelligently consider a vote in the future. Dickens spoke about the organizations in favor of fluoridation (CDC, ADA, Maine Public Health Officials). She stated there must be a reason why these groups are in favor. Dickens would like to hear all sides on this issue. The Board applauded the group for their research and work on this issue and recommended that a broader public information effort would be a great way to educate the public at large.   
 




4.2 Town Meeting Article Assignments

Grenier spoke to a hand out indicating various assignments for selectmen and he to speak to articles at Town Meeting. Grenier will modify the document per his discussion with the Board. 






4.3 Lynch Road Pre - Bid Meeting/Bid Opening on 6-2-10
Grenier advised which contractors paid $200 for specs.  He reiterated that the bid opening will be at the Town Office at 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, June 2, 2010.  Grenier also briefed the Board on a recent meeting with the Army Corps of Engineers on the re-use of the box culvert.  Army Corps of Engineers advised a permit request must be submitted them to do so.                 

     5. 
Communications:  The administrator briefed the Board on contents of the following:



5.1 CEO Land Use Citation



5.2 Highway Simplification Study Update



5.3 Letter to DEP: Storm Damage Clean Up




5.4 Newcastle Train Stop Clean Up in Fall




5.5 Harbor Committee Minutes of 5-19-10

     6.
Executive Session: No executive session this evening.
7.  Adjourn –  Hudson motioned to adjourn at 8:30pm; Dickens seconded.  
Vote 4-0

Minutes respectfully submitted by:

Dorothy Peters, Secretary
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