Board of Selectmen Meeting Minutes
 Monday, May 10, 2010 @ 7:00 pm

Town Office
Present.  Selectmen for a quorum: Ellen McFarland, Pat Hudson, Ellen Dickens, and Lee Straw.  Bob Plourde joined the Board later.  Also in attendance: Ron Grenier, Town Administrator; Brian Foote, Finance Committee member; Skidompha Library Representatives Pam Gormley, Library Executive Director and Gary Benson, Library Board of Trustees.
1. Call to Order – McFarland called meeting to order at 7:00pm.







 


2. Public Comments (For items not on the agenda)

3. Approve Consent Items






 
Minutes:


3.1 Meeting of 4-26-10
Dickens motioned to approve; Hudson seconded but pointed out she would like the name of the group referenced.

Vote 4-0

Warrant(s): 








3.2 Town Warrant



$27,356.16    





      Straw motioned to approve, seconded by Hudson.
Vote 4-0






3.3 Fire Warrant



$  1,752.96    





      Straw motioned to approve, seconded by Hudson.
Vote 4-0

Grenier pointed out the available bank balance after the warrants is $599,133.77


4. Public Hearing:  Dickens motioned to open public hearing at 7:05pm; Straw 
     seconded. Public Hearing called to order by McFarland.
Vote 4-0




4.1 Design Review Certificate Application




      Nigel Calder




      47 Main Street




      Map 12/Lot 38

In his letter Mr. Calder provided 5 samples of possible roof colors.  Dickens motioned to approve any of the Calder’s color choices; Hudson seconded.  Straw commented that the Calder’s should be able to have their roof be any color they wish but in accordance with the Town’s ordinance, the color needs approval from the Board.  Straw said he doesn’t believe “Hawaiian Blue” will blend in well with the neighborhood; McFarland concurred. Calder deleted the Hawaiian Blue from his preferred list of colors. The motion was still applicable following Calder request to discard the “Hawaiian Blue” Subsequently, the Board approved for any of the remaining color choices.






Vote 4-0   

4.2 Design Review Certificate Application




      William Avantaggio




      12 Academy Hill Road/ Map 5/Lot 50
Mr. Avantaggio was not present when the Board took up his application. Grenier spoke to the application and provided photos. Grenier said the ordinance requires the building to be classified. The Board all agreed the building should be classified as a C.Vote 4-0
  
Straw then motioned to approve requested roof color of Forest Green; Hudson seconded.





Vote 4-0

Dickens took this opportunity to tell the Board it might be helpful to the Design Review Study Committee’s work to locate, possibly on line, a survey of historical residences and buildings per4rormed on a county by county basis by the state’s historical organization. Grenier said he will forward this suggestion to the study committee.

 (Mr. Avantaggio arrived following the Board’s action on his application. Grenier advised him of the outcome of the Board’s vote). 
Straw motioned to close Public Hearing at 7:16pm; Seconded by Hudson.






Vote 4-0
5 Action(s): 



5.1 Skidompha Library Appropriation 
The Board briefly discussed the town lawyer’s recommended approach with respect to the library’s appropriation petition and wording.   McFarland believes that the same tax payers who cannot afford $40 for a library card will be the same taxpayers who are challenged with trying to make ends meet and pay their property taxes.  Dickens strongly feels the board is singling out Skidompha Library for a non-recommendation on the town warrant. McFarland disagreed for the reasons she previously stated.  Gary Benson told the Board that the history of town appropriations started approximately 103 years ago and that with the exception of a brief period where he could not put his hands on town records found continuous support for the library.  Dickens motioned for the Board’s recommended appropriation to the Skidompha Library be $16,641. Hudson seconded.
Vote 3-1
5.2 Fire Company Appropriation 
Grenier explained that the FICA amount had to be adjusted. The Board agreed.



5.3 Road Commissioner Appropriation 

Grenier discussed the revised  job description per the Board’s requirements. He also explained how he arrived at the recommended hourly salary. In response to Dickens question Grenier explained that the position is based on 3 days/24-hour per week or part-time position. Straw motioned to approve job posting if approved at Town Meeting; Hudson seconded.  




Vote 4-0
      5.4 LCTV Appropriation
Hudson began the discussion by saying she was pleased to see that the station manager is anxious to work directly with the town rather than the town having to rely solely on LCTV board members for input.. McFarland noted that it appeared to her from Grenier’s report of his meeting with Mary Ellen Crowley that LCTV has offered to tape future selectmen meetings for airing on LCTV at no cost to the town.  Grenier confirmed this is also his understanding.  Dickens motioned for the Board’s recommendation to the town to budget 50% of franchise fees for appropriation to LCTV in the next fiscal year; seconded by Hudson.




Vote 2-3  



5.5 Approve Town Meeting Warrant
Straw questioned Grenier’s assumption that Peter Drum would moderate the Town Meeting. Straw believes that the Town Counsel needs the flexibility and the freedom to be available to speak to any possible town issues, which could be difficult to do when that person is also the moderator. Dickens agrees. The Board agreed that there are others like Don Means or Jim Gallagher. Grenier will contact other possible moderators accordingly.    
Dickens also noted Article 23 & Article 26 are identical.  Grenier will confirm and correct as needed. 

Straw motioned to approve as written and with the clarification of Article 23/26. Hudson seconded.



Vote 5-0



5.6 Approve May 24 Special Town Meeting Warrant 

Hudson motioned to approve Special Town Meeting Warrant, Dickens seconded.  






Vote 5-0
6. Discussion:






6.1 Update on Army Corps of Engineers Meeting 
 Grenier indicated he had spoken with the Army Corps of Engineers representative and he hoped to be setting up a meeting at the Lynch Road site..  


6.2 Lynch Road Invitation to Bid & Schedule


      Grenier briefly spoke to details as reported. No further discussion.

6.3 Preliminary Meeting with Mattson Development
Grenier advised there was a meeting to explain the applicable ordinances to Mattson and his representatives. He said that Mattson will appear at the May 20th meeting of the Planning Board under the auspices of an informational session with that Board. Grenier said he is broadly posting notice of that meeting which will be publicized for 2 weeks in local paper, at post office, on town’s website and in the town office.


      7. Communications: The administrator briefed the Board on contents of the following: 




7.1 Letter to MDOT Traffic Engineer: Lynch Rd 



7.2 Invitation: Adult Ed Graduation & Recognition



7.3 Letter from Newcastle Fire Company



7.4 Hagar Contribution to Memorial Park Committee
Thanks extended from the Board to Hagar as well as Boy Scout Troop 213 and Chris Roberts for their day of work on the Pump Street Garden.  




7.5 CEO Land Use Citation



7.6 Maine DEP Notice of Intent 



7.7 Notice from Great Salt Bay School



7.8 Great Salt Bay School Committee Agenda for May 12, 2010



7.9 Maine Biz Article: Mattson Development
 8. Executive Session: To be convened under 36 MRSA Section 841for purposes of    hearing a poverty abatement application. 
Hudson motioned to go into Executive Session at 8:00pm; Straw seconded






Vote 5-0.
Straw motioned to exit executive session; Plourde seconded.









Vote 5-0
Straw motioned to approve the requested poverty abatement; Hudson seconded.






Vote 5-0

     9. Adjourn: Plourde motioned to adjourn; Straw seconded.


Vote 5-0 






        

 




Minutes respectfully submitted by

Dorothy Peters, Secretary
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