Minutes

Board of Selectmen Meeting

Monday, May 4, 2009

Taniscot Building/Town Office
Present: Town Administrator Ron Grenier, and Selectmen Ellen McFarland, Pat Hudson,  and Lee Straw. 
1. Call to Order: Following the adjournment of the Board of Assessors meeting, Selectmen Chairperson Ellen McFarland called the Board of Selectmen portion of the meeting to order at approximately 7:41 pm.
2. Public Comments: N/A 
3. Approve BMV Warrant:

Ron Grenier reported that after approving this BMV warrant the town would have $278,765.67 available in cash. Pat Hudson motioned to accept the BMV warrant in the amount of $4,072.50 and Lee Straw seconded.

Vote 4-0

4.Annual Staff Appointments: Ron Grenier handed out the official list of appointees for various staff positions. Lee Straw moved to appoint all personnel listed on the designated appointments list. Pat Hudson seconded the motion.









Vote 4-0
5. Retroactive Budget Adjustments by the Governor’s Office: Ron Grenier summarized for the Board the most recent of these adjustments in the areas of Tree Growth, Homestead Exemption reimbursement and Revenue Sharing and he indicated how these cuts will impact Newcastle. He indicated these cuts will be retroactive to April 1, 2009.
       
6. Status of Schools Budget: Ron Grenier outlined the following results in the 
proposed schools funding for the 09/10 year:


Secondary: 10% or $96,447 increase in Newcastle’s portion 




Elementary: 5% or $75,417 increase in Newcastle’s portion 



Adult Ed: Ron Grenier explained that a final recommendation on the adult 


education request would be needed.

The Board requested the administrator to invite the Superintendent and School 
Committee members to further discuss these proposed budgets.
7. Preliminary Mill Rate Analysis: Ron Grenier indicated that he asked Jim                     Murphy to come up with a preliminary estimate for a mill rate given the proposed budget for Schools and the final numbers for the county tax assessment. At this time that rate stands $14.60 or .80 cents greater than last year.
8. School Validation Vote Certification: Ron Grenier requested the Board sign the schools warrant for posting that indicates the school validation vote will occur on Tuesday, June 9th.
9. FEMA Reimbursement: Ron Grenier advised the Board that the town had received confirmation that FEMA has approved the cost of brush pick up related to two December storms. The administrator stated that once the town receives its reimbursement check he will have the work completed. 
10. Road Grading: Ron Grenier informed the Board that this work will get underway at the end of this week and into the beginning of next week at the same cost as last year.
11. Letter to Mattson Company: Ron Grenier distributed a copy of a letter dated 4-29-09 to the Mattson Company’s, Chief Operating Officer, from the town’s code enforcement officer. The purpose of this communication was to advise Mattson that under the town’s land use ordinance their original permit has expired and that before proceeding with any plans they will have to come forward again before the Planning Board for another permit.
12. Taniscot Added Maintenance: Ron Grenier advised the Board that in order to obtain approval for the boiler’s operation from the state additional maintenance was required that cost $1,313. He also reported that Mid Coast under its maintenance contract and at no additional cost will shut down the boiler and use a small water heater thereby providing us some energy savings to our utility bills. Ron Grenier reported that to save money this year the town should not be heating the older Taniscot portion due to its energy inefficiency. He said, that according to Leah Sprague the Newcastle Historical Society has nothing within the museum space requiring temperature concerns for not heating that space. Ron indicated he would be speaking to the Fire Chief next.
13. Staff Vacation: Ron Grenier informed the Board that Lynn Maloney will be on vacation the week of May 11, 2009
 

Respectfully submitted by
Ron Grenier

Town Administrator
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