Minutes

Board of Selectmen Meeting

Monday, April 13, 2009

Taniscot Building/Town Office
Present: Town Administrator Ron Grenier, and Selectmen Ellen McFarland, Pat Hudson, Bob Plourde, and Lee Straw. 
Also present were Harbor Master Paul Bryant, Rob Nelson, Debbie Wilson, Jim Brinkler and Joe Gelarden from the Lincoln County News.
1. Call to Order

2. Public Comments

Harbormaster Paul Bryant expressed his thanks to the Board of Selectmen for the recognition they bestowed upon him at town meeting and he noted that he is not seeking any compensation as the town’s harbormaster. On another matter he added that Hamilton Marine charges $276 apiece for “No Wake” signs; anchors, $30; and mooring chains, $1.80 per foot. Pat Hudson said selectmen are searching for Harbor Committee members and Bryant said he would call Ron Grenier with suggestions.

Ellen McFarland added that selectmen are also looking for people to serve on the land use committee. Rob Nelson said that it’s important to have a variety of people serve and encourage them to get involved early.

3. Approve Consent Items

Minutes:

3.1 Meeting of 3-16-09

Pat Hudson asked to strike the word “penalties” on the bottom of Page 2 under

consent items. Ellen McFarland asked to strike the word “any” under FOI Request. Pat Hudson moved approval of the minutes with corrections. Lee Straw seconded. 

Vote 4-0

3.2 Town Meeting Minutes of 3-30-09

Ellen McFarland noted on Page 5 the correct spelling of Lincoln County Emergency Management Agency Director Tim Pellerin. Pat Hudson moved approval of the minutes and Lee Straw seconded. 

Vote 4-0

Warrant:

3.3 Town Warrant  $12,916.85
Ron Grenier reported that once warrants are approved the town would have $395,924 in available cash. Lee Straw motioned to accept the warrant and Pat Hudson seconded.

Vote 4-0

3.4 BMV Warrant #1 & #2  $4,301.08

Bob Plourde moved approval and Lee Straw seconded. 

Vote 4-0

Adoption:

3.5 Alewives Harvest Plan

Ron Grenier handed out copies of an email from Deb Wilson regarding the proposed restoration budget. Jim Brinkler explained that every year he has to submit a harvesting plan to the state’s Department of Marine Resources. He said that this year harvesting closure is set for noon on Friday and ending on Sunday at noon for a total of 48 hours. Deb Wilson then explained that the reason for the closure is to help protect alewife population. Jim Brinkler added they have put together a list of activities – including repair of the fish ladder – they hope to accomplish this year. 

Deb Wilson said they are in good shape this year with $25,000 in the account. Last year they raised $20,000 from the festival. She expects to receive another $25,000 in grants and has asked the Town of Nobleboro for $6,000. She asked the Newcastle selectmen for a matching $6,000 from the alewives account. She also talked about repairs around the fish ladder including welding the dippers, and repairing rotted wooden walkways and railings. She said the Maine Municipal Association insurance folks suggested installing “better” railings and removing rotted boards.

Lee Straw moved approval of the $6,000 request and Bob Plourde seconded. 

Vote 4-0

Pat Hudson moved approval of the Alewife Harvesting Plan and Bob Plourde seconded. 

Vote 4-0

Actions:

3.6 Accept Resignation of Selectman Art Mayers

Ron Grenier handed out copies of Selectman Art Mayers’ resignation letter. Pat Hudson moved to accept the resignation with regret. Lee Straw seconded. 

Vote 4-0

3.7 Set Date of Special Election on 6-9-09 for selectman’s vacancy

Ron Grenier advised the board it would be the least costly to the town to hold the election on June 9. Pat Hudson moved to set the date of the election for June 9. Lee Straw seconded. 

Vote 4-0

Pat Hudson moved that nomination papers be available May 1, and due back on May 22. Bob Plourde seconded. 

Vote 4-0

3.8 Treasurer’s Appointment

Pat Hudson moved to appoint Ron Grenier as the town’s treasurer. Bob Plourde seconded. 

Vote 4-0

4. Discussion:

4.1 All town roadside trash pickup

Bob Plourde told selectmen that Judy Doe is pushing for May 2 as the day for roadside trash pickup. The board agreed on this day, which did not require a vote.

4.2 Charlie Bader, Sheepscot River Watershed Council

Ron Grenier said Charlie Bader was supposed to attend the meeting. Bader is applying for a grant to help fish passage through a culvert on Station Road. Mr. Bader did not attend the meeting. The Board tabled the item until such time as Mr. Bader is available.
4.3 Eastern Construction Proposal

Ron Grenier explained that the town clerk advised him that she and others could hear the town administrator speaking on the phone while in his office. He said they have received an estimate from Mr. Baldwin of $930 to insulate the office, which includes blowing cellulose into the ceiling and install a weather strip on the office door. Bob Plourde noted that Eastern Construction is a contractor and generally hires someone to perform that type of work. Lee Straw moved approval of $930 to insulate the office and asked the town administrator to solicit quotes from others to get the best price before proceeding.
Vote 4-0

4.4 Next Meeting Agenda Items: Travis Noyes/CES Proposal, Gateway 1 

The town administrator explained that he had a conversation with Travis Noyes and reminded them that the town has agreed to repair Lynch Road, Stone Bridge Circle and Academy Hill. Ron Grenier said the engineer would attend the April 27 meeting with a proposal of to proceed.
As for the Gateway One Task Force, the town administrator said that Allen Pooley showed him the proposed plan. Ron Grenier noted the importance of these workshops. Lee Straw asked the town administrator to contact Kensell Krah and inform him of these workshops.

5. Communications:

5.1 Newcastle Fire Company

Ron Grenier explained that the Newcastle Fire Company sent this letter in reference to the second floor at Taniscot. He added that the fire company did hold a meeting on March 24, and that a licensed engineer recommended limiting a total of 25 people in the room. Lee Straw said that no meetings should be held in that location because of the condition of the stairs which is a public safety concern Ellen McFarland noted that if someone falls on the stairs the town will be held liable. 

5.2 Letter from George Shaw

The board acknowledged receiving a resignation letter from George Shaw of the Finance Committee.

6. Executive Session:

Lee Straw moved at 8:22 p.m. to enter executive session to discuss names for appointing people to town boards and committees and review poverty abatement applications. Bob Plourde seconded.

Vote 4-0

Pat Hudson moved at 9:37 p.m. to come out of executive session. Bob Plourde seconded.









         Vote 4-0
7. Adjourn

Respectfully Submitted By

Aaron Miller, Secretary 
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