Board of Assessors/Selectmen Meeting

Minutes
 Monday, October 11, 2010

Town Office
Present: For a Quorum Selectmen Ellen McFarland, Pat Hudson, Lee Straw, Ellen Dickens and Brian Foote; Staff in attendance Jim Murphy, Assessors Agent; Ron Grenier, Town Administrator; Steve Reynolds, Roads Commissioner; and Peter Drum, Town Counsel.

Assessors Minutes
1. Called to Order by Hudson at 7:00 p.m.
2. Public Comments (For items not on the agenda) - None
3. Jim Murphy, Assessor’s Agent: Abatements and Municipal Valuation Return 

Murphy discussed and explained the purpose of the annual Municipal Valuation Return for FY 2010.  Hudson questioned line 14 concerning the Homestead Exemption which is listed as $13,000. She thought it should instead be $10,000.  given the changes made by the legislature last year. Murphy agreed. Such a change should have been made by Maine Revenue Services and passed on to Trio as part of a software change. Murphy made the change by editing the form. Then  the form was signed accordingly by the Board for return to the state.  
Murphy next presented abatements for review. (A list of these abatements is attached to these minutes.) Straw moved to review abatements as a group; seconded by McFarland.





Vote 5-0
Following a brief clarification for Hudson about the Morning Oil abatement
Straw motioned to grant abatements as listed; seconded by Dickens.Vote 5-0
4. McFarland moved to close the Assessors’ portion of the meeting; seconded by 

      Dickens.  







 Vote 5-0

Selectmen Minutes
1. Called to Order by McFarland at 7:20pm

McFarland spoke to one abatement which needed to be approved by the Selectmen.  Hudson moved to grant an abatement for a closed business (Carwood) in 2008 and 2009; seconded by Dickens. 

Vote 5-0

2. Public Comments (For items not on the agenda) – McFarland advised a resident questioned her if agendas are still being posted in the Post Office. Grenier advised he does continue posting the agenda in the Newcastle Post Office. McFarland also asked about doing same on the web. 
· Rob Nelson distributed postcards to selectman regarding scheduled town  

“Visioning Workshops” asking the board to help with distribution to residents.  
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3. Approve Consent Items






 
Minutes:


3.1 Meeting of 9-27-10


      Hudson questioned item 4.2 with respect to the board’s votes 

      of the Duffy design review projects. Following a clarification 
  
      of how these projects were voted, Hudson motioned to approve 

                  minutes with revision; seconded by Dickens.  
Vote 5-0
Warrant(s): 








3.2 Town Warrant



$23,965.60





       Hudson moved to approve warrant as presented; seconded by 

       Straw. 





Vote 5-0 





3.3 Fire Warrant



$  4,015.84
Dickens moved to approve warrant as presented; seconded by Hudson. 





Vote 5-0

Available bank balance after warrants - $1,853,958


Signatures:












3.4 Appointment Forms/Distribute at Meeting





      None distributed. 


      4.
Action:





4.1 Adoption of MMA Model GA Ordinance/Maximums

Grenier explained how this is an adoption which occurs annually. He also explained the dollar differences in maximums from last year. Hudson moved to adopt the ordinance as presented; seconded by Straw. 
Vote 5-0





4.2 Approve Ferrialo Contract Amendment for Lynch Road 
Reynolds spoke to the proposed contract amendment with estimate from Ferrialo at $59,850.  Hudson moved to amend the Lynch Road with Ferrialo contract to include the $59,850 amendment; seconded by Straw. 



Vote 5-0

Reynolds feels the project to include this additional work will be totally complete by the end of October. Dickens pointed out to Reynolds there is a pot hole on Academy Hill Road. Reynolds advised he is already arranging for its repair. Reynolds also updated the board on the Taniscot roof shingle replacement project. He stated that after the old shingles were removed he discovered there was no sheathing underneath and no flat surface to ensure the new shingles would adhere on an even surface. He authorized the contractor to add plywood and sheathing. Thus the project cost will increase accordingly.
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      5.  Discussion: 





5.1 Status of Shellfish Conservation Efforts 


Present: Shellfish Warden Sidney Geyer; Charlie Lincoln, member of the Newcastle Shellfish Committee and Damariscotta Shellfish Committee member Ryan Frazier.  Geyer spoke to allegations by former Newcastle member Bob Wallace that conservation efforts are not being met. Geyer wondered why Wallace was not present. Grenier confirmed that he asked Wallace to attend the meeting and Wallace told Grenier he would be present. Geyer went on to explain why he strongly disagrees with the allegations made by Wallace in his resignation note to the Board of selectmen.  

Geyer also updated the board on his efforts to replace the Newcastle vacancies. McFarland asked if it would be helpful for the board to recommend names for possible members to fill vacant positions. Geyer said he welcomed the board’s input. However, the Board concurred they would prefer to attempt to replace vacancies with Newcastle rather than out of town residents.      

Straw advised Geyer that it is his responsibility to enforce the ordinance and if clam diggers do not meet the conservation effort requirements Geyer should pull their licenses.  



      6. 
Communications:  Administrator spoke to communications received.



6.1 Letter: Town Counsel sent a letter to Charles Huntington
dated 8/19/10 requesting refund of costs to remove asbestos tiles from the town’s right of way. Huntington replied in a letter to Town Counsel dated 9/11/10 in which he cited Reynolds position on the matter. Reynolds clarified for the board that Huntington had totally misrepresented what he told Huntington.  
Drum advised that the Town should strictly attempt to enforce the law requiring the landowner to assume cost to remove hazardous material from town right-of-way. Reynolds added that as the road project got underway Huntington was adamant about not touching his property. Reynolds also said that Huntington admitted to Reynolds filling in the culvert over the years.  Grenier said a Huntington neighbor also commented to the administrator on helping Huntington to fill in the ditch line.  
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Drum then advised board he wants to review the issue further in executive session.

Grenier then briefed the Board on the remainder of the following communications. 



6.2 LUORC/ Gateway 1 Consultant Visioning Materials



6.3 Minutes of Harbor Committee Meeting on 9-28-10



6.4 Letter: Donation from Sheepscot Community Church



6.5 Letter: Fire Company Solicitation for Truck Donations



6.6 Letters: Newcastle Harbor House Abutter Lawyers 



6.7 Minutes: Planning Board Meeting of 9-16-10




6.8 Notice of General/Referendum Election on Nov 2nd



6.9 Parking Ordinance Historical Materials



6.9.1 Invitation: Spirit of America Foundation Award Ceremony



         Dickens asked if congratulatory letters could be sent.
 



6.9.2 Agenda: Great Salt School Committee Mtg of 10-13-10
     7.
Executive Session: At approximately 8:30 pm Hudson moved the board go into executive session to discuss possible litigation; seconded by Straw.  
Vote 5-0
At approximately 8:55 pm Straw moved to come out of executive session; seconded by Hudson.








Vote 5-0
8. Adjourn: Motioned by Dickens; seconded by Straw.

Vote 5-0.

      Minutes respectfully submitted by

      Dorothy Peters, Secretary

