Town of Newcastle

Board of Assessors Meeting Minutes 

Sept. 15, 2008

7:00 pm

Present were Chair, Pat Hudson, Ellen McFarland, Bob Plourde,

Art Mayers, Jim Murphy, Town Assessor.
1. Call to Order:
Pat Hudson called the meeting to order at 7:00pm  





2. Public Comments (none)
3. Approve Consent Items






Minutes:

















 
3.1 Meeting of August 18, 2008

Bob Plourde moved to accept previous minutes of 8/18/08 with 

Art Mayers seconding.  Ellen McFarland abstained.
Vote 3-0  




 
Pat Hudson called to convene as Board of Selectmen's meeting 

at 7:05 pm.


       4.  Action Items:

      

4.1 Meet with Heidi and Craig Saunders, 




The Saunders requests a meeting to address 2007 valuation.


Mr. Saunders states that his land is tiny, is unbuildable, but it is on 

Damariscotta Lake.  The land is 75x45 with 55 feet out in the water located on


 Map 
17, Lot 4.  It only could be used as a camp site.  Mrs. Saunders stated 
that she 
notified the town office numerous times regarding application for abatement.  
The tax on this property was not paid for 2007.  


Based on previous history, Art Mayers moved to approve abatement for 2007 in the 
amount of $600.16.


Pat Hudson seconded the motion.  




Vote 4-0


                 

       Reconvene as Board of Assessors at 7:28.


5.  Discussion Items: 

5.1 Abatement requests

A: Bathgate and Sons, Personal Property #16


Request for abatement for 2008 as business has not been located in Newcastle for 2 
years according to Lynn Maloney; in the amount of $345.44.


Assessors Agent Murphy recommends approval.  Bob Plourde moved to approve
with Art Mayers seconding.    
                                                   Vote  3-0
B: Wilder, Nan, Real Estate #1412

Request for abatement based on an on-site review Sept. 8, 2008; Found description of property to be in error based on description of outbuildings and building details. This corrects forced code 6 building valuation; in the amount of $178.16, valuation reduction of $13,100.

Assessors Agent Murphy recommends approval.

Bob Plourde moved to approve with Art Mayers seconding.        Vote   4-0

C: Boga, William: Real Estate #328

Request for abatement August 11, 2008. Land acreage previously corrected. Based on an on-site review Sept. 8, 2008; Found description of property to be in error, depreciation of building increased since last visit.  Property is vacant, unheated, in general disrepair; Purchased for $120,000 August 2008, assessed value was $138,100 for 2008 in the amount of $447.44, valuation reduction of $32,900.

Assessors Agent Murphy recommends approval.

Art Mayers moved to approve with Bob Plourde seconding.          Vote 4-0 














D.  Ludwig, Jane: Real Estate # 1423

Owner reports septic system was not installed as of April 1, 2008.  Property was assessed as developed.  Assessors Agent requests abatement in the amount of 

$481l.60 and valuation of $6000.00

Assessors Agent Murphy recommends approval.

Bob Plourde moved to approve with Art Mayers seconding.           Vote 4-0

E.  Time Warner Real Estate #1181

Reviewed ownership with current operator and discovered error in assessment of buildings.  Assessors Agent requests abatement in the amount of $422.96 and valuation of $31, 1000.

Assessors Agent Murphy recommends approval.

Bob Plourde moved to approve with Art Mayers seconding.   
    Vote 4-0

F.  Cumulus/Clear Channel:  #1192

This abatement request is for the years 2008 by Assessors and for 2007 and 2006 by Selectmen.

This error goes back to 1999.  Bay Communications transferred a parcel of land to Cumulus/Clear Channel.  Town did not correctly assess the property for 10 years.  Under Maine Law, the Assessors can correct the current year and the previous years' adjustments among themselves.  A Supplemental Assessment is to be made to Bay Communications under item 5.2.  Total abatement for the 3 years is $4,881.08.

Assessors Agent Murphy recommends approval.

Bob Plourde moved to approve with Art Mayers seconding.   
   Vote 4-0

5.2 Supplemental Assessment

A.  The supplemental assessment corrects item 5.1 F above to Bay communications in the amount for the three years of $4,900.03.

Assessors Agent Murphy recommends approval.  Name is now changed to Blueberry Broadcasting.

Art Mayers moved with Bob Plourde seconding to approve 2008 and $1831.92 for the year 2008. 







           Vote 4-0

At 7:57 the Board convened as Selectmen to abate 2006 $1378.88 and for 2007 $1670.28.  

Pat Hudson moved with Bob Plourde seconding.  


 Vote 4-0

Reconvene as Board of Assessors at 7:39 pm.

Pat Hudson accepts a motion $4,900.03 Bob Plourde so moved with 

Ellen McFarland seconding.                                       Vote 4-0





 

6.  Assessors Agent Briefing: 

6.1  Maine Forest Service roster of Tree Growth owners was due 

August 29, 2008.  Due to other priority items this report was completed and sent 

Sept. 15, 2008.  Of the 160 lines of owners only 1 had no corrections.


6.2 There are several former tree growth owners that are no longer in  compliance. Mr. Murphy would like to advise these owners that formal action will

be taken at the next Board of Assessors meeting.  

These owners are:

Broceliande, LLC (Edward Dardis)

Verney, Kevin and Verne

Nelson, Hollis

Libby, Vivian (2 parcels)

       
7.0  Adjourn at 7:55 pm. as Board of Assessors.  Art moved with Bob Plourde to 


convene as Board of Selectmen at 7:55pm.

7.1 Warrant for GA & BMV  


Payroll Warrant $5269.21.  Pat Hudson moves with Bob Plourde seconding to 


approve for 9/17/08.  






         Vote 4-0

















Warrant for $15.00 


Art Mayers moved to approve with Bob Plourde seconding.       

Vote  4-0


7.1 a  Warrant for $267.16 BMV 


7.1 b  GA with a total of $2,067.16 


Pat Hudson moved with Bob Plourde seconding.   



Vote 4-0


7.2  Discussion and advisement ensued regarding the completed Taniscot Building 
Renovations and Addition plans, Total Architectural amount $178,540.00.  


After much discussion, the Board voted to have a discussion workshop regarding 


the Taniscot project.

The Board directed the town administrator to hold a workshop on Oct. 6th with

its technical advisors.  At that session they will decide when to open the Taniscot Project bids, notice to appear in Lincoln County News.



8. Executive Session (none)

9.  Adjourn - motion to adjourn by Bob Plourde with Art Mayers seconding.












Vote 4-0


Aaron Miller, Secretary for the Board of Selectmen
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