Town of Newcastle

Board of Assessors Meeting Minutes

August 18, 2008

7:00 pm

Present were Chair, Pat Hudson, Ellen McFarland, Jim Murphy, Town Assessor,

 Art Mayers, Robert Plourde, Ron Grenier, Town Administrator.  Lee Straw arrived at 7:20 pm.
1. Call to Order by Pat Hudson at 7:00 pm.







2. Public Comments


Mrs. Geraldine Hanley has been given a small parcel of land, which is landlocked just off Route One.  She states she would gladly give it to the town if the town would pay for the deed.  Jim Murphy states that he will go observe the piece of land and report back to the board.  Pat Hudson states that Mrs. Hanley should pay the taxes, then she will be reimbursed via abatement in order to maintain integrity of the paper trail. 

 2.1 Brian Pendleton for Julie Pendleton

Mr. Pendleton, discussion regarding the land valuation Map 826, Lot 798, half-acre.

Mr. Murphy states that an evaluation should be done to determine if the property could support and well and septic.  If so, it is a buildable lot.  If not, an evaluator should state that it is unbuildable.   


Approve Consent Items






Minutes:  



3.1 Meeting minutes of July 7, 2008 moved by Ellen and seconded by Art, accepted with minor corrections. 



                             Vote 4-0 


         4.  Action Items:

      

4.1 Sign/Approve abatement as below

       5.  Discussion Items: 

5.1 Abatement requests

A: CHEP USA PP #257 requests abatement in the amount of $8.16.  Personal property owner did not report that property is no longer in Newcastle.

Assessors Agent Murphy recommends approval

Bob Plourde moved to accept with Art Mayers seconding. 
        Vote 4-0


 
B: Blais & Hannigan RE #238 requests abatement in the amount 

of $36.72 to correct error in acreage.





Assessors Agent Murphy recommends approval.




Bob  Plourde moved to accept with Art Mayers  seconding.               Vote  5-0
C: Foster RE #101 requests abatement in the amount of $164.56 to correct building valuation, building was burned and removed prior to April 1, 2008 by Newcastle Fire Department.

Assessors Agent Murphy recommends approval

Bob Plourde moved, Ellen seconded   




         Vote 5-0
D: Harris RE# 328 requests abatement in the amount of $38.08 to correct error in acreage





Assessors Agent Murphy recommends approval




Lee Straw moved to accept with Bob seconding.     

        Vote 5-0  







E: Deblois RE# 245 requests abatement in the amount of $40.80 to correct error in acreage


Assessors Agent Murphy recommends approval




Art Mayers moved to accept with Ellen McFarland seconding.             Vote 5-0
F: Ganen RE#595 requests abatement for to correct error on land classification, omitted Homestead Exemption and Omitted Veterans Exemption.  Land has been correctly classified.  No applications have been received for the Homestead and Veterans Exemptions.

Assessors Agent Murphy does not recommend approval.  Veterans Exemption application has been received.  Owner is not a resident.

Lee Straw moved with Ellen McFarland seconding to deny abatement. 

        Vote  5-0

G: Young RE# 1457 request approval of Veterans Exemption and Homestead Exemption.  Assessors Agent Murphy cannot conclude by evidence that Young is a resident.  Young reports Drivers License change with state.  Young reports he is not a voter and does not have a Maine Drivers License.  When asked several times if he was a resident of Newcastle Young responded that this was his house.

Assessors Agent Murphy does not recommend approval.  Owner does not appear to be a resident. 

Art Mayers moved to deny with Ellen McFarland seconding.             Vote 5-0



 

H: Studley RE#1604.  Assessors Agent Murphy is requested by Treasurer Maloney to abatement the taxes as this account is Tax Acquired. Abatement request for tax years 2005, 2006 and 2007 by Selectmen and 2008 by Assessors.  

Lee Straw moved to serve appropriate eviction papers to move trailor to a sludge site with Ellen McFarland seconding.  Motion is withdrawn. Further discussion indicated to forward this item to selectmen’s meeting to 

August 25th.  Motion for abatement by Bob Plourde and seconded by Ellen McFarland.  






                           Vote  5-0
I: Thompson #1222.  Abatement request by Agent $150.28. Homestead Application was omitted by Assessors Agent as property was transferred by Thompson but retained other home.

Assessors Agent Murphy recommends approval.

Moved by Lee Straw with Bob Plourde seconding.  

          Vote 4-0

Art Mayers abstaining.

J: Krah #623.  Abatement request by Agent $150.28. Homestead Application was omitted by Assessors Agent as one property was transferred by Krah but retained other home.

Assessors Agent Murphy recommends approval.

Moved by Lee Straw with Ellen McFarland seconding.  

                            









         Vote 5-0

K: Eslin RE# 333 requests abatement in the amount of $92.48 to correct error in acreage


Assessors Agent Murphy recommends approval.

Bob Plourde moved to accept with Ellen McFarland seconding.










    

         Vote 5-0

(Additional abatement requests and Action requests may be posted prior to and adjusted at the August 18, 2008 Board of Assessors Meeting

L. Stover RE #485 requests abatement in the amount of 477.36 to correct land classification as developed lot; and Building valuation to correct error in building condition. # 2008-010

Assessors Agent Murphy recommends approval.

Moved by Bob Plourde with Lee Straw seconding.                            Vote  5-0

M. Carver RE #258 requests abatement in the amount of $59.84 to correct building description errors #2008-011

Assessors Agent Murphy recommends approval.

Bob Plourde moved with Art Mayers seconding.
                            Vote 5-0



 
N: Saunders RE #740 requests an abatement due to topography and usability of lot.  Lot is very substandard and useful only for Damariscotta Lake access.  Assessors agent Murphy requests an abatement in the amount of $658.24.  

New value of $20,700.00 neighbor offered $12,000 #2008-012.

Moved by Art Mayers and seconded by Ellen McFarland. 
         Vote 5-0

O: Dyer Farm PP#299.  Property owner has provided evidence that personal property listed has been duplicated on personal property account of Wells Fargo #231.  Wells Fargo is charging property owner for taxes resulting in a duplication of taxes on same equipment.  Requests abatement for 2008 by Board of Assessors in the amount of $1,151.92.

#2008-013.  

Request abatement for 2007 by Board of Selectmen in the amount of $1.050.28 

#2008-014

Request abatement for 2006 by Board of Selectmen in the amount of $1,177.33

#2008-015  
Assessors Agent Murphy recommends approval.

Moved by Art Mayers and seconded by Bob Plourde. 

        Vote  5-0

P. Yurko RE #1373. Abatement request by Agent $150.28.  Omitted Homestead Exemption, property owner resided in Brewer for more than one year.

 #2008-016.

Assessors Agent Murphy recommends approval.  

Moved by Bob Plourde and seconded by Ellen McFarland.

         Vote 5-0

       6. Preliminary discussion on 2 items:

6.1 Correct building values from override coding

6.2 Do we want an ordinance to charge tax exempt property owners for payment in lieu of taxes (PILOT)

7. Executive Session: None  

8. Assessors Agent Briefing: 

a. Tax Commitment to be placed on town web site

b. Residence burned.  Regrettably no action can be made by the Board of Assessors due to April 1 effective date

c. Property owner Heidi Murray Saunders complaints that in 2007 placed abatement form to Board of Assessors, no response was made.  For 2008 I am recommending an abatement for topography.  Advised Mrs. Saunders that 2007 could not be appeal due to timeliness.  Asks to be placed on the August 25th Board of Selectmen’s Agenda.

d. Next Assessors meeting to be scheduled for Monday, September 15th, 2008, 

     7:00 pm.

Town Administrator briefed the Board regarding 1) oil bids.  Board will be polled 

for vote.  2) as of 5:00 pm. today 25% of taxes have been paid.  3)  warrant to be signed 

in amount of $5,498.79 to CMP.  Moved by Pat Hudson to accept and seconded by 

Bob Plourde.   







                  Vote 5-0
Passed around and signed.  

       9.  Adjourned at 9:00 pm.

Moved by Lee Straw and seconded by Pat Hudson.
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