Town of Newcastle

Board of Assessors Meeting

November 3, 2008
Present: Town Administrator Ron Grenier, Chairperson Ellen McFarland, Pat Hudson, Bob Plourde and Assessor’s Agent Jim Murphy. Lee Straw arrived at 7:38 p.m. and Art Mayers was absent.

1. Call to Order

2. Public Comment

    There were no public comments.

3. Approve Consent Items

    Minutes:
    3.1 Meeting Minutes of Sept. 15, 2008

Pat Hudson pointed out a typographical error. Ellen McFarland motioned to approve the minutes with changes. Bob Plourde seconded.

         Vote 3-0 

4. Action Items:

    4.1 Non agenda items not known as of October 27, 2008

    None

    4.2 Impose Tree Growth Penalty: Stephen Gagnon $11,460.82

    Bob Plourde motioned to impose the penalty. Ellen McFarland seconded.

         Vote 3-0

    Impose Tree Growth Penalty: Kevin and Verne Verney $4,664.47

Discussion was held with Jim Murphy who said Kevin Verney is “getting in touch” with Merle Parice. He said there is a question of getting a forester’s signature. No vote was taken.

     Impose Tree Growth Penalty: Broceliande, LLC $8,363.93
Jim Murphy said the owner submitted a completed application Nov. 3, 2008 and recommended no penalty. A vote was not taken.
     Impose Tree Growth Penalty: John W. Nelson $7,811.77

Jim Murphy recommended holding penalty pending application due Nov. 5-6, 2008. A vote was not taken. 

4.3 Sign/Approve abatements below:
     Abatement requests:


A. Bailey, Merrill & Shirley; Account 25


Owner complained of shed on property that was torn down. $800 value, $10.88 abatement amount. Jim Murphy recommended approval.


B. McKane & Dale, Account 1465


Owner complained of incorrect site size. Assessor’s agent found survey indicating owner is correct only having five acres and not six acres. $3,000 value, $40.80 abatement amount. Jim Murphy recommended approval.

Bob Plourde motioned to accept 4.3 A&B as one package. Ellen McFarland seconded.

         Vote 3-0
5. Discussion

Discussion was held regarding the Gateway 1 project. Ellen McFarland said that every nonprofit organization must be determined and what they are bringing into the community. Ron Grenier said it’s time to talk to the community about a vision for future development. Bob Plourde recommended meeting with the ordinance committee.

Ellen McFarland asked Jim Murphy to determine the total value of Newcastle’s nonprofit organizations; how much acreage along Route 1 is in conservation; how much land along the Route 1 corridor could be developed and how many curb cuts exist on Route 1.

6. Executive Session

Assessors did not meet in executive session.
7. Assessors Agent Briefing
Jim Murphy reported:

· He continues to review Homestead Exemptions and Veterans Exemptions.
· Tree growth applications and documentations are up to date.

· Preparation for Spring 2009 permit work is complete to date.

· He continues to review Code 6 Building Values and correct accordingly.

· 2007 average sale price to assessed value – 83.05% (43 sales total).

· 2008 average sale price to assessed value – 85.5% (10 sales total).

· 478 River Road application for National Historic Register has no impact on valuation other than what is typical for similar properties. 

· He has completed recording of Land/Building/Use codes in TRIO.

Jim Murphy also reported that the Preliminary Sales Ratio study has been received from the state and that there is no indicated change in certified ratio for 2009 (85%). Overall the town is 79% (July 2006-June 2007 sales).

8. Adjourn as assessors






        8:12 p.m.
Assessors then met as selectmen and discussed a complaint from a Boothbay resident who plans to meet with the town’s planning board in reference to a shoreland zoning matter. In addition, Ron Grenier said he attended a meeting at the request of Casey Stevens at Great Salt Bay with the superintendent, principal, and head of transportation. The town administrator said that Casey Stevens said the town is spending too much money on the East Old County Road and that the school will not send a bus down that particular road.

Selectmen also discussed appointing a member of the board to attend meetings with Lincoln County representatives. Lee Straw moved Ellen McFarland represent selectmen at these meetings. Pat Hudson seconded.

         Vote 4-0
Selectmen discussed a proposal by the Newcastle Fire Department who has recommended a fulltime fire chief. Ron Grenier said that the Fire Department trustees have reduced every budget line to put about $11,000 to $12,000 toward the position. Lee Straw and Ellen McFarland said that they would support the proposal if Damariscotta and Newcastle pooled their resources. Lee Straw suggested the town administrator look into the matter. No action was taken.

9. Adjournment 






        
9:16 p.m.











(Approx.)

Respectfully submitted,

Aaron Miller, Secretary
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