Minutes 
Board of Assessors/Selectmen 
Monday, November 14, 2011 @ 7pm Town Office
Assessors

Present: Assessor Ellen Dickens, Brian Foote, Ben Frey, Pat Hudson and Ellen McFarland, and Administrator Ron Grenier. Others in attendance include Mark Doe, Animal Control Officer; Stan Waltz, Code Enforcement Officer; and Fire Chief Clayton Huntley and various members of the Newcastle Fire Company Board of Trustees.
1. Call to Order: Chairperson Dickens called meeting to order at 7:00pm
 

2. Public Comments: (For items not on the agenda) - none
3. Abatement Request: Request by Jim Murphy, Assessor’s Agent on behalf of Donald Plummer, 10/12 The King’s Highway, Newcastle. It was explained that Plummer had been paying taxes on two lots when they should have been paying for only one lot.
Hudson moved to abate $825.11; seconded by Foote.

Vote 5-0
4. Adjournment: Motions to adjourn  - Hudson Motioned to adjourn at 7:02pm; seconded by Foote.  







Vote 5-0


Board of Selectmen

1. Call to Order: Chairperson Foote called to order at 7:05pm
2. Public Comments: (For items not on the agenda)
- Grenier reported DOT has been doing some surveying work on The River Road. 

- Grenier also said Steve Bailey at AOS 93 will be attending the next Selectmen’s        meeting as a matter of introducing himself to the community.
- Foote advised Don Gerrish cannot attend workshop on 11/21 for his informational presentation; would like to reschedule to 6:30 pm on 11/28.  McFarland will be late; Dickens cannot attend.    

Acknowledgement:
Lincoln Academy Recipient of $15,000 Capital Grant
Grenier reminded those in attendance that the selectmen asked him to negotiate with Time Warner addressing the technology needs of Lincoln Academy. McFarland and Frey presented LA Head of School Jay Pinkerton with a model check to represent the $15,000 grant being provided to the school by Time Warner Cable once the contract is processed at the end of the year. 
      3. 
Approve Consent Items






 
Minutes:

3.1 Meeting Minutes of 10-24-11
Hudson motioned to approve minutes; seconded by Frey with typo correction noted.  






Vote 5-0
Warrant(s):

3.2 Town Warrant
$27,729.84   Dickens motioned to approve; 

      seconded by McFarland.  




Vote 5-0
3.3 Fire Warrant 
$  6,749.92   Hudson motioned to approve; 

      seconded by Frey.  




Vote 5-0
Page Two
Available bank balance after warrants is $958,078.95
 4. 
Action: 


4.1 Malcolm Blanchard Appointed to Finance Committee 


      McFarland motioned to appoint Malcolm Blanchard to the Finance 
      Committee; seconded by Frey.  



Vote 5-0
4.2 Hiring Committee Appointments: Lynn Maloney, Wanda Wilcox, Sharon White, and Malcolm Blanchard to serve along with the Board of Selectmen.
Dickens motioned to appoint the non-selectmen to the Hiring Committee; seconded by McFarland.  




Vote 5-0
 5.
Discussion: Quarterly Updates from Department Heads


5.1 Animal Control Officer/Mark Doe  
During the period from July 1 – Oct 31, 2010 Doe reported that there were 72 calls for his services. Effective Dec1, if the board agrees, Doe will have all animal control calls tracked on the Sheriff’s computer log system. The board concurred with Doe. Doe also advised nuisance animals are not the responsibility of the town i.e., skunks, raccoons, etc. Doe said the homeowner is responsible for their removal from private property. Doe also advised that as the town’s animal control officer he cannot always take care of all complaint calls concerning cats. He said the town does not have a local ordinances concerning the ACO responsible for domestic cats. The Board thanked Doe for his service and update.  
5.2 Code Enforcement Officer/Stan Waltz
Waltz reported issuance of Building Permits is down by 8 compared to the year before. He said permits in all surrounding towns are down as well except for Jefferson due to lakeshore frontage in Jefferson.  Hudson asked if there have been any calls or complaints concerning building in the shore land zoning areas. Waltz advised he has not received any such calls. Waltz also addressed several other matters.   
· Bldg at 75 Main Street: Waltz advises plywood was put up over the front windows for Halloween but none on the rear; there is an additional 6 weeks left to enclose the roof before winter weather gets really bad.  

- 
Frey asked if the types of permits are different than in the past.  Waltz advises there have been more renovation type permits than for new construction.. Waltz said the local economy for housing construction, in his opinion, still has not re-bounded back.  
-    Mexicali Blues: Waltz said the projected schedule is to have current building torn down in March 2012 and a new building up and open by June 2012.   
5.3 Forester’s Report on Feasibility of Harvesting Old Dump Site
Hudson noted to the board that the town is responsible for maintaining this town - owned property. Frey asked if Hudson was suggesting the town concur with Forester’s recommendation. Hudson said she did agree with it.  Grenier said he found the report to be more uncertain in terms of the real revenue that 
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could be derived and cost of a forester’s time to supervise the harvesting. In addition, Grenier reminded the board that this item was not budgeted for in 
this budget cycle and that he preferred it to be put in for the next budget cycle. Hudson agreed in addressing the issue in the next fiscal year. McFarland 
questioned the long-term plan for this land.  The board agreed on the importance of keeping the issue on the board’s agenda for upcoming budget meetings.       

5.4 Fire Truck Bid Results/Fire Chief Huntley.  Grenier advises correct amount for KME/ Bulldog Fire Apparatus is $299,975. Huntley spoke to the review of the specifications process by the Fire Truck Committee. He said that based on their review of the bid and specs the award should be made to KME/Bulldog Fire Apparatus. Grenier said he had reviewed the analysis of the specs and that he too concurred with the recommendation. The Chief did advise the Board that there may be a slight increase in the final overall price by several hundred dollars but the NFC will pay the difference between it and the bid price.              
5.5 Gateway 1 Status report & LUORC Workshop/Rob Nelson

  Nelson spoke briefly about the informal status of the reconfigured Gateway 1 group. He said they are still trying to figure how to proceed but that a number of communities wish to keep pursuing the informal approach for the time being. Should a more formal structure develop Nelson will report back accordingly. Nelson also explained that the LUORC is planning to hold their workshop on the topic of growth in the rural area at Lincoln Academy on Tuesday, December 6th.      
6. Communications: Grenier spoke briefly to each of the following communications:         
6.1 SVCA Letter: Application to the Land Trust Accreditation      


      Commission 


6.2 Results of MMA 2010 Fiscal Survey Report


6.3 Notice/Materials/LUORC Rural Area Workshop on 11-15-11



6.4 Resident E-mail: Snow Plowing


6.5 Newcastle Election Results 
       7.
Executive Session: None 
       8.  Adjournment: Hudson motioned to adjourn at 8:22pm; seconded by Frey.
Minutes respectfully submitted by 

Dorothy Peters, Secretary

